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farming. Progress came to the countryside in the form of
new farm-machinery: the reaper^ the automatic self-binder,
the corn-planter, the tractor, etc. Year by year the
machinery became more elaborate, more Ingenious, and
more expensive. It saved the farmer much time and
trouble; and in many cases It lost him his farm. For he
had no choice but to'buy the new machinery. Once it was
forced on the market3 the price of grain was determined
by the production costs of mechanized farms. Investing In
the latest machinery called for capltal3 which meant mort-
gages, which meant that the farmer sank steadily Into debt5
becoming more and more dependent on the banker. But
while the farmer was thus drawn Into the capitalist system,
he did not enter It on terms of equality. He no longer
controlled the Government, whose promises were sometimes
made for his benefit, but whose performance was ail for the
business-man. And the farmer was at a cruel disadvantage
as compared with the business man? when It came to
bankruptcy. Like Antaeus after contact with Mother
Earthj the man of money seemed to emerge from bank-
ruptcy fresher and stronger than before; but the man of
land, if he went bankrupt^ came out as naked as Adam*
Another result of the Industrial Revolution In agriculture
was specialization of crops. The full benefit of mechanized
farming could only be had on a fairly large unit of land, so
the diversified farming of the old days had to go. This
meant that the farmer became no more self-sufficient than
a clerk In a grocer's shop. To the world-old hazard of crop-
failure there was added a new hazard, namely, that a fall In
prices (resulting from the opening up of new land, or a
bumper crop on the other side of the world, or some fresh
triumph of human Inventiveness) might leave him with no
spare cash3 after he had paid his mortgages,
nothing to eat except a few hundred acres of barley, or of
cotton. During the 70*8 and 8o's, just such a state of
affairs was produced^ on a large scale, by the monetary
policy of the business men whose orders were carried
it Washington. This led to an agrarian revolt, a
jtand for the old Jeffersonlan dream of a nation